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Dictation Time Length: 06:45
December 31, 2022

RE:
Joshua Vega
History of Accident/Illness and Treatment: Joshua Vega is a 28-year-old male who reports he was injured at work on 01/24/21. At that time, he was trying to arrest a suspect who was fighting with him. While that was taking place, he was punched in the face by a second individual. This caused him to experience loss of consciousness briefly. He has intact memory since his hospitalization. He was found to have a fracture in his jaw for which four screws and wiring were implanted. He is no longer receiving any active treatment.

Per the records supplied, Mr. Vega was seen at WorkNet on 01/26/21. They noted he had already been seen at Cooper Emergency Room and diagnosed with a fracture of the mandible both on the right and left sides. He was treated by oral maxillofacial surgery and his jaw was wired shut. He was prescribed amoxicillin and oxycodone, which he had not been requiring. Dr. Moore recommended follow-up with oral and maxillofacial surgery through Workers’ Compensation. On 02/09/21, she discharged him from care without restrictions.
On 02/05/21, he was seen by Dr. Bifano. He performed an exam and x-rays that showed bilateral mandibular fracture. This was done in a Panorex format. He performed IMF on 01/24/22, with no complications. This involved the right subcondylar and left body of the mandibular fractures. Dr. Bifano monitored his progress over the next several weeks. He did have his screws removed on 03/03/21. His last visit with Dr. Bifano was on 03/24/21. At that juncture, he was seen for removal of retained hardware. This was done from both the right side of mandible with routine healing. It was also done on the left side.
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
HEAD/EYES/EARS/NOSE/THROAT: Examination of the head found it to be normocephalic. He had clicking of the temporomandibular joints bilaterally. There was right greater than left audible and palpatory clicking. His jaw moved in an S-shaped pattern. He had full incisor range of motion in a solid bite. He states he has an “overbite” and did not do anything about it. Sclerae were anicteric and there was no corneal or conjunctival injection. The extraocular muscles were intact. Pupils were equal and reactive to light and accommodation. Fundi were unremarkable by undilated exam. External ear canals were clear. There were good light reflexes at the tympanic membranes bilaterally. The nares were patent and the septum was midline. There was no pharyngeal exudate. The tongue was midline. There was no palpable thyromegaly or cervical adenopathy.

IMPRESSIONS and ANALYSES: Based upon the history, record review, and current examination, I have arrived at the following professional opinions with a reasonable degree of medical probability.

On 01/24/21, Joshua Vega was struck in the face while affecting an arrest. He was seen at Cooper Emergency Room and found to have a mandibular fracture. He then was seen at WorkNet who quickly referred him to Dr. Bifano. Dr. Bifano performed certain procedures including IMF which is what I believe to be an intra-mandibular fusion. He subsequently had his hardware removed. At the conclusion of treatment with Dr. Bifano, his mandibular fractures had healed.

There is 7.5% permanent partial total disability referable to the head. This is for the orthopedic residuals of bilateral mandibular fractures treated successfully with oro-maxillofacial surgery.
